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HOMELIVING
Tips for 
hanging 
artwork
• Group a few pieces on a wall 
to create interest, but allow 
breathing space between 
each piece or the display 
could look cluttered, forced 
and overwhelming.
• Place artwork to draw your 
eye from one room to the 
next. Use pieces with similar 
colours or themes or from the
same series to form a natural 
flow between the spaces.
• Identify what you like but 
also what others living in the 
house will like. Everyone 
needs to feel comfortable 
with the artwork and have a 
positive reaction to it.
• Use a couple of small 
artworks to highlight a study 
or reading nook. It will make 
the space feel more intimate 
and inviting.
• Avoid overdoing art in the 
garden. Aim for a single focal 
point and make sure it blends 
with the landscaping and 
relates to what else is there.
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WHEN it comes to choosing art for your
home, it pays to follow your heart.

According to artist and retailer Tory
Burke, this allows you to build an
interiors scheme you can relate to and
feel comfortable living in.

“If you emotionally connect with a
piece of art straight away, then you just know you will 
continue to love looking at it,” Ms Burke (pictured) said.

As the director of Studio Elwood, an online store that
sells limited-edition art prints of her own original oil 
paintings, Ms Burke knows all about the power of a 
picture to set the mood in a room.

“The beauty of having art on the walls is it makes you
feel a certain way when you step into a space,” Ms Burke 
explained. “It also gives a home individuality and shows 
the personality of the people who live there.”

IN THE MOOD
Ms Burke recommended when choosing a picture to 
consider the ambience you wanted to create in the 
room. “Think about whether you want that space to feel 
relaxed, romantic or fun,” she said.

For example, in your lounge, you might want to opt
for a piece that makes the space feel sophisticated. In 
your bathroom or kitchen, you might hang a piece with 
an element of surprise.

“I have a caricature of my husband and me from our
engagement and it’s in the kitchen next to where we do 
the dishes,” Ms Burke said. “It always makes me smile 
and, really, that’s what art should be about. It should be 
something that makes you feel good when you see it.” 

UP THE WALL
Ms Burke said try not to fill more than two-thirds of a 
wall with art, otherwise the look could be too dominant 
and make a room feel closed in.

If you were struggling to visualise what size artwork
would suit a particular space, she recommended tacking 

up brown paper or newspaper the same size as your 
piece. “Then live with it for a week to see if it works,”
she said. 

A common mistake, she said, was to hang art too high
– it’s better to hang it at eye level.

And you might like to avoid this ho-hum approach:
“People sometimes hang just one artwork 
on a wall in rooms throughout the 
house,” Ms Burke said. “But 
clusters of artworks look really 
fabulous.”

LIGHT TOUCH
To be able to truly 
appreciate your artworks at 
night and make them a real 
focal point, consider lighting 
them up. 

“Angling downlights or 
spotlights will highlight a piece. 
And consider having downlights set 
into a bulkhead above the art,” Ms Burke 
said.

On the subject of light, be mindful of the amount of
natural light your room will receive, as direct sun can 
cause damage to some art in much the same way it can 
fade a couch or rug. And be aware reflections can be an 
issue in rooms with lots of windows.

“In this situation, having a canvas is ideal because 
there is no glass for light to reflect off, and UV coatings 
can be applied to protect the canvas,” Ms Burke said.

If you had a paper or cotton-rag artwork, she 
recommended framing the piece behind glass to protect 
against moisture, and using non-reflective art glass.

When choosing frames, clean lines got her vote.
“There’s a lot of over-framing that goes on today,” she

said. “Keep it simple to allow the art to be the hero.”
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Picture perfect
  Artwork can set a room’s mood and give your home  

  individuality, writes Natasha Perera  


